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CHAPTER 1

Preliminary

By virtue of Section 85, Chapter 5 of the Information, Communications and Media Act of Bhutan
2018 ("the Act"), the Ministry of Economic Affairs ("the Ministry") takes the responsibility to
promulgate, review and implement the Rules and Regulation for the Places of Entertainment"

Further, in pursuance with the power granted by section g (5)
and Media Act of Bhutan 2018, the Ministry of Information
issues this Rules and Regulations.

2. Title, Commencement and Extent

This Rules and Regulations shall:

1. Legal basis

4. Amendment

of the Information, Communications
and Communications approves and

a)

b)

Be called the Rules and Regulations for the places of Entertain ment 2020;
Come into force o1,the 24th Day, of the 2nd ]r.on Male Rat Year of the Bhutanese Calendar
corresponding to 16th April 2020; and
Extend to whole of Bhutan.

Scope of Application

c)

Amendment to this Rules and Regulations shall be made according to the needs and changes in the
national priorities, policies and industry trends. Hence, the amendment to this Rules and
Regulations by way of addition, variation or repeal may be affected by the Ministry, as and when
required.

5. Interpretation

T!9 power to interpret this Rules and Regulations shall be vested with the Ministry of Economic
Affairs who may issue such instructions as may be necessary to give effect to and carry out the
provisions of this Rules and Regulations.

6. Rules of Construction

In this Rules and Regulations, unless the context indicates otherwise, the masculine shall incl,de
the feminine and the singular shall include the plural and vice versa.

This Rules and Regulations shall apply to the places
these Rules and Regulations and should be read
Regulations issued by the Ministry.

of enterlainment defined under clause 1.7 (c) of
in conjunction with other relevant Rules and
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7. Definitions

Unless the context otherwise requires, the following words and terms used in this Rules and

Regulations shall have the following meanings assigned to them:

(a) Closure Timing; means the timing for the closing of places of entertainment specified under
Schedule D of this Rules and Regulations.

(b) Designated Location; means locations of the Places of Entertainment which shall be:

1) Outside the radius of 400 meters from the designated

Monasteries, Dzongs, Government offices, hospitals,

rehabilitation centres; or

2) Within the demarcated Thromde boundary; and

3) Within permanent structure certified by the Entefiainment
proposed purpose.

and institutional places like
educational institutes and

Licensing Committee for the

(c) Entertainment; means and includes any establishment that provides any form of
entertainment whatsoever intended for the general public. Such establishment lncludes but not
limited to movie halls, dance hall, discotheques, music halls, gaming parlors, public houses,

bar equipped with facilities for live or recorded music, drayangs, luyangs, hospitality lounges,

video or computer gaming arcades, circuses, magic shows, fetes, concerts, fairs, carnivals,
wrestling bouts, sporting events, bingo halls and any other similar forms of entertainments.

(d) License; means License for the places of entertainment issued by the Ministry in accordance

with this Rules and Regulations.

(e) Location clearancel means clearance issued and obtained from respective

Thromdes/Dzongkhags/Local Government Authorities certifzing that the establishment is
structurally and location wise suitable for the establishment of the proposed entertainment
place.

(f) Ministry means the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

(g) Time-bound entertainment means any type of entertainment that is intended to showcase for
a limited number of davs.

(h) Urban Core means the center of a city/towr/municipality designated as a main commercial
area (business).
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8.

a)

CHAPTER 2

Entertainment Licensing Committee (ELC)

Establishment of an Entertainment Licensing Committee (ELC)

As per section 85 (4) of the Information, Communications and Media Act of Bhutan, the

ELC shall be established in each Dzongkhag or Thromde for determining the need for an

entertainment place in their locality and also to review the applications for establishment of
Entertainment Places and recommend such proposal for issuance of license by the Ministry.
The ELC shall also ensure and enforce compliance as per the existing standards, guidelines,

rules, regulations and any other relevant laws.

The ELC shall be chaired by the Dzongda/Dzongrab in Dzongkhags and the

Thrompon/Executive Secretary in Thromdes or any other competent person appointed by
them. In the event, the designated official appoints the chairperson other than himself, such

appointment shall be notified to the Ministry.

The ELC shall comprise not less than five Members including the Chairperson, and the

decision of the Committee shall be based on consensus.

The Members shall be from the relevant offices and the Chairperson shall identify a Member

Secretary from among the Members.

Roles and responsibility of ELC

The ELC shall review and determine the need for an entertainment places on receipt of a

proposal from an entrepreneur within their jurisdiction.

For the purpose of this Rules and Regulations, the ELC shall be authorized to:

i) Periodically carry out monitoring and compliance of such established places of
entertainment within their jurisdiction;

ii) Impose administrative actions and penalties such as issuance of warning letters,

imposition of fines, suspension of license and other penalties specified under this Rules

and Regulations or any other relevant laws in force;

Recommend to the Ministry for issuance of license upon fulfilling the conditions laid

under this Rules and Regulations and the Act;

Recommend cancellation of the license for established places of entertainment;

Accord location clearance in the event if the licensee intends to change the location of the

establishment. However, this does not constitute as the final approval, which will have to
be sought from the Ministry.

b)

c)

d)

9.

a)

b)

iv)

v)

iii)

Issue permit for time-bound entertainment within their jurisdiction; and
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vi)
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